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LD120159
LONDON ITV TELEVISION NETWORK IN ENGLISH 2030 GMT 11 FEB 87
((REPORT ON INTERVIEW WITH LIBYAN LEADER MU'AMMAR AL-QADHDHAFI
BY CORRESPONDENT EAMONN MCCANN ON THE "DIVERSE REPORTS'" PROGRAM,
PRESENTED BY EDITOR PHILIP CLARKE; INTERVIEW CONDUCTED IN LIBYA,
DATE NO GIVEN -- RECORDED; AL-QADHDHAFI SPEAKS IN ARABIC WITH
ENGLISH SUBTITLES PROVIDING THE TRANSLATION, EXCEPT WHERE NOTED
THAT TRANSLATION IS PROVIDED BY TRANSLATOR'S VOICE))
((TEXT)) ((CLARKE)) JUST UNDER A YEAR AGO THE AMERICANS BOMBED
LIBYA: SOME OF THEIR PLANES TOOK OFF FROM BRITAIN. THE ACTION
WAS WIDELY CONDEMNED. BUT THE RAID DID SILENCE COLONEL AL-QADHDHAFI
FOR A WHILE, BUT HE'S NOW KEEN TO RETURN TO THE WORLD'S STAGE. OUR
REPORTER, EAMONN MCCANN, HAS JUST COME BACK FROM LIBYA, WHERE HE
TALKED TO AL-QADHDHAFI AT SOME LENGTH IN THE COLONEL'S FIRST
MAJOR POLITICAL INTERVIEW FOR SOME TIME. EAMONN IS A COMMITTED
SOCIALIST, AND PERHAPS MORE SYMPATHETIC TO LIBYA THAN MOST
WESTERN JOURNALISTS. MUCH OF THE DISCUSSION ABOUT LIBYA TENDS TO
BE IN SLOGANS AND GIVES A PICTURE OF THE COUNTRY THAT LIBYANS
THEMSELVES HARDLY RECOGNIZE. SO EAMONN'S REPORT IS AN ATTEMPT TO
SEE LIBYA AND EVENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW.
((MCCANN)) THE SLEEPING CAPITAL ERUPTED INTO A GROUND-TO-AIR
BATTLE, TRACER FIRE ARCHING SKYWARDS. ((VIDEQO SHOWS TRACER BULLETS
STREAKING INTO NIGHT SKY, FOLLOWED BY SCENES OF DESTRUCTION IN
TRIPOLI)) :
((TRIPOLI RESIDENT ('ALI BESSIUNI), IDENTIFIED BY CAPTION))
IT WAS UNCIVILIZED ACT, IN FACT, AND I FEEL IT WAS A BARBARIAN ACT
AGAINST THE INNOCENT PEOPLE.
((MCCANN)) MORE THAN 50 PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN TRIPOLI AND
BANGHAZI AS AMERICAN BOMBS BLASTED RESIDENTIAL AREAS. COL
AL-QADHDHAFI'S HOME WAS AMONG THOSE HIT; HIS FAMILY AMONG THE VICTIMS
OF THE RAID.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) THATCHER IS A MURDERER, MALEVOLENT TO SUCH AN
EXTENT THAT SHE ALLOWED BRITAIN TO BE USED AS A BASE BY AMERICA,
THE MOST POWERFUL COUNTRY IN THE WORLD, KNOWING THAT THOSE PLANES
WERE DESTINED TO DESTROY MY HOUSE AND KILL MY CHILDREN. OF COURSE
ONE FEELS VERY HURT, WOUNDED AND FRUSTRATED, BECAUSE ON ONE HAND IT'S
A FLAGRANT INJUSTICE AND ON THE OTHER IT'S AN EXPRESSION OF WESTERN
HATRED TOWARDS LIBYA. NOT JUST BECAUSE IT'S LIBYA, BUT BECAUSE
THEIR HATRED EXTENDS TO THE WHOLE ARAB AND ISLAMIC WORLD.
((MCCANN)) THE INTENTION WAS, APPARENTLY, TO KILL AL-QADHDHAFI,
OR TO CREATE CONDITIONS IN LIBYA IN WHICH HE MIGHT BE OVERTHROWN.
AL-QADHDHAFI SURVIVED: AS AN EFFORT TO DESTABILIZE LIBYA,
THE ATTACK FAILED. SUPPORT FOR AL-QADHDHAFI AND HIS REVOLUTION
SEEMS UNSHAKEN.
LIBYA IS COMMONLY REGARDED IN THE WEST AS THE TERRORIST STATE,
WITH ITS LEADER, COL AL-QADHDHAFI, AS A MADMAN. BUT FROM THE POINT
OF VIEW OF THE LIBYAN PEOPLE, THIS IS A GROTESQUE DISTORTION OF THE
TRUTH. WHEN YOU UNDERSTAND LIBYAN HISTORY, GENERATIONS OF
STRUGGLE AGAINST FOREIGN DOMINATION, WHICH ENDED LESS THAN 20 YEARS
AGO, THEN PERHAPS YOU CAN BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND THE WAY THEY SEE
THEMSELVES, AND SEE THE REST OF THE WORLD. LIBYA WAS UNDER FOREIGN
OCCUPATION FOR CENTURIES; IT WAS A PROVINCE OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE
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UNTIL 1911. THEN THE ITALIANS CAME.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) WE HAVE SUFFERED REPEATEDLY AT THE HANDS OF
EUROPE. IN FACT WE WERE COLONIZED BY THE ITALIANS IN 1911 BEFORE
THE FASCISTS AND MUSSOLINI TOOK POWER. THEY COLONIZED AND ATTACKED
US UNEXPECTEDLY, KILLED OUR PEOPLE, DESTROYED OUR NATION AND SET
UP PLACES FOR PEOPLE TO BE HANGED. THEY ABDUCTED THOUSANDS OF
MEN AND WOMEN AND TOOK THEM TO ITALY. TO THIS DAY WE HAVE BEEN
ASKING THE ITALIANS TO TELL US WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE THOUSANDS
OF LIBYANS -- THEY WERE INNOCENT PEOPLE.
((MCCANN)) ITALIAN RULE, DURING WHICH AT LEAST 100,000 LIBYANS
WERE KILLED, ENDED WITH THE VICTORY OF THE 8TH ARMY IN THE DESERT
CAMPAIGN. LIBYA WAS DEVASTATED IN THE BATTLES BETWEEN THE TWO
EUROPEAN ARMIES.
(MORE) 112030 GVAUGHN/LC 12/0229Z FEB
BT
#9304
PTTUZYUW RUDOMKA9304 0430215 MTMS-UUAA
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TAKE 2 OF 4 -- AL-QADHDHAFI ON MIDEAST, TERRORISM

LD120203

((TEXT)) ((AL-QADHDHAFI)) WHO TRIGGERED THE FIRST WORLD WAR

AND THE SECOND WORLD WAR? WHO SPREAD WAR IN AFRICA, ASIA, AND LATIN

AMERICA? WAS IT THE AFRICANS WHO STARTED TWO WORLD WARS? WERE

THEY ASIANS? OR PEOPLE FROM LATIN AMERICA? NO, IT WAS THEM|

((MCCANN)) THE LAND WAS LEFT LITTERED WITH THE DEBRIS OF SOMEONE

ELSE'S WAR. IN 1951, LIBYA BECAME FORMALLY INDEPENDENT, AFTER THE

GREAT POWERS FAILED TO AGREE ON ((WORD INDISTINCT)). DETERMINED TO

MAINTAIN SOME CONTROL, THE BRITISH INSTALLED AND THEN PATRONIZED

THE CORRUPT KING IDRIS.

LIBYA WAS AMONG THE POOREST COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. AVERAGE

INCOME WAS $35 PER YEAR. MASSES OF PEOPLE LIVED IN RAG TENTS IN THE

DESERT, OR IN SLUM SHANTYTOWNS. BUT IN FACT BENEATH THE DESERT THERE

LAY AN OCEAN OF OIL, WHICH WESTERN COMPANIES WERE QUICK TO EXPLOIT.

A RISING GENERATION RESENTED FOREIGN OWNERSHIP OF LIBYA'S

NEW RICHES; AND THAT FEELING, EXPRESSED IN AN UPSURGE OF ARMED

NATIONALISM, CARRIED A GROUP OF YOUNG ARMY OFFICERS TO POWER IN 1969.

THE TAKEOVER WAS BLOODLESS: IT WAS ORGANIZED BY THIS MAN, MU'AMMAR

AL-QADHDHAFI.

((BESSIUNI)) THERE WAS NO LIBYA HERE BEFORE THE REVOLUTION. THERE

WERE, OF COURSE -- THE AMERICANS MAINTAINED THE MAIN BASE HERE WHICH

THEY CALLED WHEELER, AND THEY USED IT AGAINST THE ARAB POPULATION IN

MOST PARTS OF THE ARAB WORLD. AND IN BANGHAZI, OF COURSE, IT

WAS A BRITISH GARRISON THERE, WITH BRITISH TROOPS. AND IN SABHA,

IN THE NORTH, IT WAS THE FRENCH THERE -- IT WAS OCCUPIED BY FRENCH.

THE IMPERIALISTS, THEY USE THEIR PUPPETS IN THIS COUNTRY AGAINST

THEIR NATIVES. BUT AFTER THE REVOLUTION EVERYTHING WAS CHANGED.

((MCCANN)) EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE IN LIBYA TODAY IS TOUCHED BOTH BY

THE LEGACY OF COLONIAL RULE AND BY THE REVOLUTIONS'S PROMISE OF A

NEW AND MORE EQUAL SOCIETY, IN WHICH, FOR THE FIRST TIME, LIBYANS

COULD HAVE POWER IN LIBYA.

((AL-QADHDHAFI)) GENERALLY SPEAKING ,THE REVOLUTIONARY PLAN IS

PROCEEDING SUCCESSFULLY. BUT CERTAINLY WE ARE STILL SUFFERING

FROM WHAT REMAINS OF THE EUROPEAN DOMINATION OF OUR PEOPLE AND THEIR

ATTEMPTS TO MAKE US LOSE OUR SELF-CONFIDENCE. WE HAVE BEEN USED

TO BEING RULED BY INVADERS FROM EUROPE GENERATION AFTER GENERATION.

OUR PEOPLE HAD NO EXPERIENCE OF INDEPENDENCE EXCEPT UNDER THE

REVOLUTION.

((MCCANN)) THE MOST IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF THE REVOLUTION ON THE

LIVES OF LIBYANS WAS A MASSIVE IMPROVEMENT IN THE STANDARD OF

LIVING. AL-QADHDHAFI HIMSELF PERSONALLY SUPERVISED THE CLEARING

AWAY OF THE SLUMS. THE COUNTRY HAS UNDERGONE A MASSIVE

TRANSFORMATION. UNDER LAW, THE STATE MUST NOW PROVIDE EVERY FAMILY

WITH A HOME. THE HEALTH AND EDUCATION SYSTEMS ARE FREE AND AVAILABLE

TO ALL. MORE THAN HALF OF LIBYA'S 4 MILLION PEOPLE ARE NOW AT

SCHOOL, COLLEGE, OR UNIVERSITY. AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION HAS

INCREASED, BOOSTED BY AN OFFICIALLY SPONSORED BACK-TO-THE-LAND

MOVEMENT, AND BY THE BIGGEST IRRIGATION SCHEME EVER UNDERTAKEN

ANYWHERE. THIS KIND OF PROSPERITY IS A NEW EXPERIENCE FOR

LIBYANS, AS IS THE FORM OF DEMOCRACY INTRODUCED A DECADE AGO.

EVERY PERSON IN LIBYA IS A MEMBER OF A BASIC PEOPLE'S CONGRESS.
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THIS ISN'T DEMOCRACY ON THE WESTERN MODEL, BUT ITS THE FIRST
EXPERIENCE OF SELF-RULE LIBYANS HAVE KNOWN -- AND FOR THEM IT WORKS.
THE THINKING OF COL AL-QADHDHAFI IS ENORMOUSLY INFLUENTIAL, BUT
SOME OF AL-QADHDHAFI'S PROPOSALS, TO DO WITH EDUCATION AND WOMEN'S
RIGHTS, HAVE BEEN REJECTED. DESPITE THIS, LIBYAN WOMEN FEEL
HAT THEY HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES.
( (UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE IN ARABIC, WITH TRANSLATION PROVIDED VIA
CAPTIONS)) AS LIBYAN WOMEN, WE ARE IN A MUCH BETTER POSITION THAN
OTHER ARAB WOMEN, PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES TO ARGUMENTS AND
DEBATES, AS IT CLEARLY SHOWN BY OUR ROLE IN PEOPLE'S CONGRESSES
WHERE WE TAKE PART AND EXPRESS OUR VIEWS FREELY.
((MCCANN)) MANY OF THESE IDEAS ARE THREATENING TO MORE
CONSERVATIVE ARAB REGIMES, CONTENT TO HOLD AL-QADHDHAFI AT ARMS
LENGTH. BUT ITS HIS RADICAL ANTICOLONIALISM WHICH HAS MADE HIM A
THREATENING FIGURE TO THE WEST. THE REVOLUTION OF 1969 WAS MOTIVATED
NOT ONLY BY THE LIBYANS' DESIRE TO ASSERT SOVEREIGNTY AT LAST OVER
THEIR OWN TERRITORY, BUT REFLECTED, TOO, A BELIEF THAT THE ARABS
ARE A SINGLE NATION, DIVIDED AND DOMINATED FOR CENTURIES BY COLONIAL
POWERS. LIBYANS SEE THE EXISTENCE OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL, ON WHAT TO
THEM IS ARAB LAND, AS A LAST INTOLERABLE EXAMPLE OF THE COLONIAL
PRESENCE, AND THUS THE STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAEL AS THE KEY TO ULTIMATE
ARAB LIBERATION. UNDER THIS CONTEXT, THEY SEE THE UNITED STATES AS
THE AGENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) UNFORTUNATELY A NEW CRUSADER-LIKE SPIRIT HAS
EMERGED IN THE WEST WHICH IS ANTI-SEMITIC, AND OF COURSE WE THE ARABS
ARE SEMITES. WITNESS THE UNLIMITED SUPPORT GIVEN TO ISRAEL IN ORDER
TO ANNIHILATE ARABS AND DESTROY THE ARAB NATION AS A WHOLE, ENABLING
THEM WITHOUT ANY PROTEST OR RESERVATION TO BUILD NUCLEAR BOMBS.
DOESN'T THIS SHOW MALICE AND BAD INTENTIONS AGAINST THE ARAB?
(MORE) 112030 GVAUGHN/AS 12/0239Z FEB
BT :
#9305
PTTUZYUW RUDOMKA9305 0430220 MTMS-UUAA
NNNN
NNDD
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TAKE 3 OF 4 -- AL-QADHDHAFI ON MIDEAST, TERRORISM
LD120206
((TEXT)) ((UNIDENTIFIED VOICE)) THIS MEANS, THEN, THERE IS SPITE
AGAINST THE ARABS AND THAT THEY SHOULD BE DESTROYED.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) ISN'T THAT THE THEME OF WESTERN POLICY?
((MCCANN)) AL-QADHDHAFI HASN'T ALWAYS BEEN SO HOSTILE TO THE
WEST. ALTHOUGH THE REGIME'S FIRST TARGET WERE THE BRITISH AND
AMERICAN BASES ESTABLISHED DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR, HE NEGOTIATED
THEIR PEACEFUL REMOVAL. IT WAS A POPULAR MOVE. RELATIONS WITH THE
WEST REMAINED REASONABLY FRIENDLY BECAUSE AL-QADHDHAFI'S NATIONALISM
WAS ALSO HOSTILE TO SOVIET INFLUENCE. AL-QADHDHAFI SOUGHT UNITY
WITH EGYPT AS A FIRST STEP TOWARD A SINGLE ARAB NATION, WHICH MIGHT
HAVE THE STRENGTH TO WIN BACK A HOMELAND FOR THE PALESTINIANS.
THROUGH THE SEVENTIES, THIS SPIRIT OF ARAB SELF-ASSERTION, WHICH HE
EPITOMIZED, WAS TO BRING LIBYA INCREASINGLY INTO CONFLICT WITH THE
WEST. LIBYA WAS IN THE VANGUARD OF THE OPEC MOVE, WHICH QUADRUPLED
OIL PRICES IN 1973 AND JOLTED THE ECONOMIES OF THE WEST. NEXT,
AL-QADHDHAFI VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED THE AMERICAN-SPONSORED CAMP DAVID
AGREEMENT, WHICH DETACHED EGYPT FROM THE ARAB CONSENSUS ON THE
QUESTION OF ISRAEL. THE AGREEMENT WAS PRESENTED IN THE WEST AS A
MAJOR STEP TOWARD AN HONORABLE PEACE; IN THE ARAB WORLD IT WAS SEEN
AS NOTHING OF THE SORT.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) POLITICALLY THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF
SETBACKS IN THE ARAB WORLD. ONE OF THEM WAS THE RECOGNITION BY
EGYPT OF THE OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE, THEIR RECOGNITION OF
INTERNATIONAL ZIONISM AND THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE STATUS QUO. BUT I
DON'T BELIEVE EGYPT DID THESE THINGS BECAUSE SHE WAS CONVINCED,
BUT RATHER BECAUSE SHE WAS DEFEATED IN THE 1973 WAR WITH ISRAEL.
((MCCANN)) POLITICALLY, AL-QADHDHAFI HAD BECOME A THORN IN THE
SIDE OF THE WEST. THE FIRST MOVES TOWARD SANCTIONS AGAINST LIBYA
WERE MADE BY THE UNITED STATES IN 1979. INCREASINGLY, AL-QADHDHAFI
SAW AMERICA AS AN IMPLACABLE ENEMY OF LIBYAN AND ARAB INTERESTS.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) THE INVADERS HAVE NOT ALLOWED THE LIBYAN PEOPLE
TO LIVE IN PEACE. WE HAVE NOT BEEN LEFT ALONE TO BUILD UP OUR
COUNTRY. HENCE, WE FEEL BITTER.
((MCCANN)) DO YOU BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS ANY
LEGITIMATE INTERESTS AT ALL IN THIS REGION?
((AL-QADHDHAFI SHAKES HIS HEAD AND SPEAKS IN ARABIC, BUT NO
CAPTION IS PROVIDED))
((MCCANN)) NONE WHATSOEVER. IT WAS THAT VIEW WHICH, MORE THEN
ANYTHING ELSE, HAS MADE AL-QADHDHAFI A FOCUS FOR FIERCE AMERICAN
HOSTILITY. ELECTED IN 1980, RONALD REAGAN REFLECTED AN AMERICAN
DESIRE TO REASSERT ITSELF IN THE WORLD. IN LIBYAN EYES, AMERICAN
POWER WAS BEING DEPLOYED TO ENSURE THE CONTINUING HUMILIATION OF
ARABS, EVEN AT THE EXPENSE OF SOME OTHER WESTERN INTERESTS.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) EUROPE IS KNOWN TO BE SOMEWHAT WISE AND RATIONAL
BUT AMERICA IS KNOWN TO BE CHILDISH, CRAZY AND IRRATIONAL. THE
MENTALITY OF THE COWBOY AND THE CRIMINAL DOMINATES U.S. POLICY.
((MCCANN)) IN AUGUST 1981 U.S. FIGHTERS SHOT DOWN LIBYAN PLANES IN
A CLASH OVER THE GULF OF SIDRA. THE PRETEXT WAS THAT AMERICA HAD A
DUTY TO ASSERT THE RIGHT OF FREE PASSAGE FOR SHIPPING IN THE GULF.
NO EFFORT HAD BEEN MADE TO ESTABLISH THIS RIGHT IN INTERNATIONAL LAW.
UNCLASSIFIED

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/03/12 : CIA-RDP05-01559R000400420008-1



Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/03/12 : CIA-RDP05-01559R000400420008-1
UNCLASSIFIED

PAGE

LIBYANS ARGUED THAT THE GULF WAS NOT A STRATEGIC WATERWAY, LIKE
PANAMA OR SUEZ -- THAT IT LEADS TO NOWHERE BUT LIBYA. WHAT'S MORE,
THE AMERICAN POSITION APPEARED BOTH ARROGANT AND HYPOCRITICAL.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) IT'S A MATTER OF SOVEREIGTY, IT'S NOT A QUESTION
OF WHETHER IT'S USEFUL OR NOT; BUT THE GULF OF SIDRA IS OF GREAT
SIGNIFICANCE TO LIBYA. IT'S NOT AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR TERRITORIAL
WATERS AND HISTORICALLY LIBYA ALWAYS EXERCISED AUTHORITY OVER IT.
EVEN THOSE WHO COLONIZED LIBYA, INCLUDING THE AMERICANS, EXTENDED
THEIR DOMINATION OVER THE GULF OF SIDRA AS PART OF
THEIR DOMINATION OVER LIBYA AS A WHOLE. THE SAME WITH BRITAIN
AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR. THE GULF OF SIDRA IS VITAL FOR LIBYA.
IT SEPARATES THE TWO HALVES OF THE COUNTRY. WE CANNOT ALLOW MILITARY
MANEUVERS. IF YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT COMMERCIAL VESSELS OR TOURISM
-- SHIPS COMING TO LIBYAN PORTS -- WE WELCOME THIS.
((MCCANN)) IN MARCH 1986 THE AMERICANS ATTACKED AGAIN, SINKING
LIBYAN PATROL BOATS AND BOMBING RADAR STATIONS. AT LEAST 20
LIBYANS DIED. THESE ATTACKS, AS WELL AS AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR THE
ISRAELI ASSAULT ON LEBANON, HAD AN INEVITABLE EFFECT ON LIBYA'S
GENERAL ORIENTATION TO WORLD POLITICS.
((AL-QADHDHAFI, SUPERIMPOSED BY VOICE OF TRANSLATOR)) BECAUSE
AMERICA HAS A GLOBAL STRATEGY AND WE ARE THE VICTIM OF THIS
STRATEGY; THEY WANT TO ENCIRCLE AND CONTAIN, IN THE END, THE SOVIET
UNION, AND THIS CONTAINMENT IS TAKING PLACE THROUGH US. THAT'S WHY
WE AND THE SOVIET UNION FIND OUTSELVES FACING A COMMON ENEMY. AN
ENEMY IS APPROACHING THE SOVIET UNION, BUT WE FIND OURSELVES THAT WE
ARE THE VICTIM NUMBER ONE, USING US AS A SPRINGBOARD TOWARD THE
SOVIET UNION, THE ULTIMATE END.
((MCCANN)) IT IS AMERICAN IMPERIALISM, THEN, WHICH HAS COMPELLED
LIBYA AND THE SOVIET UNION TO COME CLOSER TOGETHER?
((AL-QADHDHAFI, SUPERIMPOSED BY VOICE OF TRANSLATOR)) THEY SERVE
THE RUSSIAN-LIBYAN RELATIONS A GREAT DEAL.
((MCCANN)) TO LIBYANS, ALL THIS LOOKS VERY MUCH LIKE AGGRESSIVE
DETERMINATION TO REASSERT MILITARY DOMINATION OVER THE ARAB WORLD, TO
TURN THE CLOCK BACK. MEANWHILE, WE IN THE WEST, HAVE BEEN TOLD A
VERY DIFFERENT STORY: ALMOST EVERY MAJOR TERRORIST INCIDENT IN
EUROPE IN THE EIGHTIES HAS BEEN ATTRIBUTED IN MUCH OF THE WESTERN
MEDIA TO THE MALIGN ACTIVITY OF LIBYA AND AL-QADHDHAFI.
WHAT LIBYA HAS DONE IS TO SUPPORT MOVEMENTS AROUND THE WORLD SEEN
AS STRUGGLING AGAINST THE OLD COLONIAL POWERS. THEY OPENLY PROCLAIM
THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIANS, AS DO MOST ARAB COUNTRIES.
(((BESSIUNI))) YOU CALL THE FIGHTERS, THE PALESTINIAN
FIGHTERS, WHEN THEY ARE FIGHTING FOR THEIR FREEDOM, YOU CALL THEM
TERRORISTS, BUT WE CALL THEM A FIGHTER, TO FREE THEIR NATION; YOU
CAN SEE IN LEBANON HOW THEY FEEL; WE FEEL VERY SORRY ABOUT THAT, BUT
ALL THE WEST -- NOT ONLY AMERICAN, BUT ALL THE WEST -- THEY'RE ALWAYS
ON ONE SIDE, ON ISRAEL'S. THEY'RE ALWAYS PERSUADED BY ISRAEL;
AND THEY ALWAYS SUPPORT THE ISRAELI'S POINT OF VIEW.
(MORE) 112030 GVAUGHN/JA 12/0250Z FEB
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LD120207
((TEXT)) ((MCCANN)) BUT WHEN YOU LOOK FOR SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF
WHAT THE LIBYANS ARE PERSISTENTLY CHARGED WITH -- THE INSTIGATION
FO INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM -- THEY ARE HARD TO FIND. AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL ESTIMATES THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 19 VICTIMS OF LIBYAN
TERRORISM, ALL BUT 4 LIBYAN DISSIDENTS. LIBYA SEES ITSELF AS BEING
AT WAR WITH ANTI-AL-QADHDHAFI GROUPS. SUCH GROUPS HAVE ASSASSINATED
A LIBYAN AMBASSADOR, AND STAGED COUP ATTEMPTS. LIBYA DOES PURSUE
THE DISSIDENTS ABROAD.
IT WAS DURING THE DEMONSTRATION BY THE NATIONAL FRONT FOR THE
SAVLATION OF LIBYA THAT WOMAN POLICE CONSTABLE YVONNE FLETCHER
WAS SHOT DEAD. DESPITE LIBYAN DENIALS, ALL THE EVIDENCE IS THAT THE
BULLET WHICH KILLED HER CAME FROM LIBYANS INSIDE AT THE EMBASSY.
IT SEEMS EQUALLY CERTAIN THAT WPC FLETCHER WAS NOT THE INTENDED
TARGET.
((AL-QADHDHAFI)) THOUGH WE ARE PREPARED TO FIGHT, IT'S NOT IN OUR
NATURE TO KILL INNOCENT PEOPLE. THAT POLICEWOMAN COULD NEVER HAVE
BEEN A TARGET FOR US. SHE WAS A SECURITY OFFICER CONCERNED WITH
ORDER AND SECURITY AND SHE DIDN'T DESERVE TO BE KILLED.
((MCCANN)) THROUGH 1985, PRESSURE IN THE UNITED STATES MOUNTED
FOR ACTION AGAINST LIBYA, AS THEY WERE BLAMED FOR A SERIES OF
DRAMATIC TERRORIST ATTACKS. THESE INCLUDED THE HIJACKING OF A
TWA AIRLINER, AND OF THE ACHILLE LAURO; AND THE MASSACRES AT
ROME AND VIENNA AIRPORTS. NO EVIDENCE HAS EVER BEEN PRODUCED
LINKING LIBYA DIRECTLY TO THESE ATTACKS. BUT IT WAS ANOTHER
INCIDENT IN APRIL, LAST YEAR, WHICH PRODUCED THE MOST UNEQUIVOCAL
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST LIBYA. FAR FROM PROVING LIBYAN GUILT, THE
EVIDENCE WHICH HAS EMERGED POINTS TOWARD SYRIA. BUT SYRIA IS
LARGE AND POWERFUL. AMERICA USED THE BERLIN BOMBING AS A PRETEXT
FOR THE RAID ON LIBYA.
((VIDEO SHOWS PRESIDENT REAGAN GIVING NATIONWIDE ADDRESS ON THE
BOMBING OF LIBYA, SAYING THAT IT WAS CONDUCTING IN SUCH A WAY AS
TO MINIMIZE CASUALTIES AMONG THE LIBYAN PEQPLE))
THAT'S NOT THE WAY THEY SEE IT. IN THE CONFLICT BETWEEN LIBYA
AND THE UNITED STATES, THE LIBYANS HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR FAR
FEWER DEATHS THAN AMERICA. IN BROADER PERSPECTIVE, THEIR INVOLVEMENT
IN VIOLENT ACTIVITY BEYOND THEIR OWN BORDERS IS INSIGNIFICANT WHEN
COMPARED WITH AMERICA'S. GIVEN THEIR HISTORY, INCLUDING THEIR
VERY RECENT HISTORY, LIBYANS HAVE GOOD REASONS TO REGARD THEMSELVES
AS THE VICTIMS, RATHER THAN THE VILLAINS, OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM.
THEIR PERCEPTION OF THE WEST, AND OF WHAT THE WEST HAS DONE TO THEM,
HAS INEVITABLY PRODUCED A FERVOR WHICH COULD HAVE VERY SERIOUS
CONSEQUENCES.
(AL-QADHDHAFI)) ALL THESE HOSTILE ACTS AGAINST THE ARAB PEOPLE
ARE CHARGING US UP LIKE A BOMB WHICH WILL 1 DAY EXPLODE, DESTROYING
BRITISH, AMERICAN AND ZIONIST INTERESTS. WE ARE NOW TARGETTED
BY THE UNITED STATES, THE MOST POWERFUL STATE IN THE WORLD.
YESTERDAY IT WAS AMERICA AND BRITAIN, TODAY IT IS AMERICA AND
FRANCE. IT IS AN HISTORIC PERIOD FOR US -- BOTH HEROIC AND TRAGIC.
THIS WILL PRODUCE A GENERATION THAT WILL RETALIATE. SO IF A
RETALIATORY GENERATION EMERGES FROM THIS LAND IT WILL HAVE BEEN
CREATED BY THEM.
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